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tions were given in this form: " Sherman, many years ago,
up in Illinois, I knew a temperance lecturer who had been
an habitual drunkard. He met, on an anniversary occasion,
a number of his old boon companions. They were urging
him to celebrate it with them in the usual way, and he
finally said: ' Boys, I must stick to my principles; but if
you could get some whiskey into my water unbeknownst
to me I might join you !'"

The General after that made no effort to capture Jefferson
Davis, and regretted that he did not reach the schooner in
which he was intending an escape to Cuba.

Abram S. Hewitt, in addressing the Chamber of Com-
merce, New York, told of an experience of his with General
Sherman, then in command of the army, at the time of
the Electoral Commission's existence. There was a good
deal of apprehension lest Congress might break up without
settling the contest for the Presidency. " If Congress failed
to do its duty, what will you do under the circumstances? "
Mr. Hewitt asked the General.

" I have sworn to obey the Constitution of the United

States," was the answer, " and I will do my duty.    The

term of President Grant expires at noon on March 4.    The

' people of the United States have elected a President and

competent authority will decide who is elected. "

" But if Senate and House fail to agree ? "

" Then, if I must, I shall obey the man selected by the
Senate."

" That reply, " said Mr. Hewitt. "I felt meant much for
the peace of the country, although the General's choice
was not my own. To him we owe not only much for the
termination of the civil war, but for the preservation of
peace.;'

On one occasion, when visiting his sister, Mrs. Ewing,esident of the Southern Confederacy on his hands,
